systems, and IR system types (systems for CD-ROM, multimedia, markup languages, Internet, natural language processing, citation analysis, and digital libraries). The final chapter discusses trends in information retrieval in regard to issues from previous chapters.
There are a few oddities throughout the book. Curiously, there is an entire chapter devoted to retrieving information from CD-ROMs & online sources, but there is no discussion of more contemporary physical devices such as DVDs, Blu-ray, flash-drives, or cloud servers. There is also no discussion of the economic value of IR systems like the decreasing cost of memory. Chapter nine includes semitechnical mathematical functions that are likely to be difficult for students to grasp (for instance, the vector processing model). The Discussion section of Chapter 12 includes a number of similarly worded summary points, which gave the section a very repetitive feel. Chapter 14 is entirely devoted to early studies on evaluating IR systems. This entire section, while providing interesting historical information, is really out of place from the rest of the book because it does not use contemporary examples. The final chapter, "Trends in Information Retrieval," is disappointing, for it does not mention some of the current or cutting-edge IR tools like social tagging as one might expect.
Overall, this book does a decent job of introducing general concepts of information retrieval without delving into overwhelming detail. In doing so, Chowdhury provides a good understanding of where much of our current systems have come from. Used with current supplemental readings, this book would be a good resource for a basic information retrieval course that focuses on traditional and, to a lesser extent, contemporary retrieval systems. The author has written numerous works related to IR systems-many are cited in this book-that demonstrate his knowledge of IR systems. For a contemporary alternative that focuses on the same topics, but does not go into as much depth or breadth as Chowdhury's book, consider Critical pedagogy, as explained in this anthology, is a branch of educational research and practice that highlights the influence of power relationships in the educational process and tends to focus on the social, cultural, political, economic, and cognitive influences on instruction and learning. The relationship between critical pedagogy and library instruction is more precisely designated as critical library instruction and described as "the ideas that background critical practice in the classroom-from Freire's models of liberatory teaching to Kapitzke's criticisms of standards models to Elmborg's blending of literacy theory and library practice." These writers, as well as Henry Giroux and Troy Swanson, are frequently cited throughout the book.
The book is divided into five sections, each consisting of four or more chapters. The first section contains five chapters that offer a conceptual toolkit for critical library instructors seeking new ways to reinterpret and reframe their own library instruction. Several topics discussed in this section include the role of historical archives, nature of the information cycle, and impact of problem-based learning on critical consciousness. Section two presents a classroom toolkit that blends theoretical models with classroom strategies and lesson plans. These chapters mention some strategies for library instruction such as problem-based learning, use of workshops, and integrating feminist pedagogy as part of a research presentation. The third section focuses on teaching in context by highlight-ing experiences of critical library instructors within various institutional settings, such as community colleges, service-learning programs, and high schools. Topics presented in this section include the importance of collaboration between librarians and departmental faculty, and the overlap between service-learning and information literacy. Section four discusses the use of unconventional texts and media sources, like Wikipedia, rather than the traditional use of library catalogs and scholarly databases. The aim of this section is to "encourage critical engagement with all kinds of materials, including the web resources we traditionally decry." The final section examines the function of institutional power as it relates to the shrinking role of librarians. The issue of whether critical library instruction is even possible within the current culture of many colleges and universities is also addressed. Chapters in this section focus on the many challenges to implementing critical library instruction, such as assessment, ACRL Information Literacy Competency Standards for Higher Education, and the shifting role of libraries and librarians. The collection concludes with short summaries about each of the book's contributors, an author index, and a subject index. In general, the editors of this work bring forth some interesting ideas, questions, and provocative proposals regarding library instruction. Most might be of interest to library instructors at institutions where there are opportunities beyond a one-shot instructional session or where there is support for instruction involving interdisciplinary studies and problem-based learning. Some practitioners may find many of the suggestions to be lacking in overlap with standards such as the ACRL Competency Standards and with best practices for quantitative assessment. Disregarding these limitations, the editors of the book ask a stimulating question: "Would ideas that didn't always lead directly to outcomes find a home in our profession?" If you are able to answer this question in the positive, then perhaps you are the intended audience for this book. Regardless, a background understanding of the writings of Elmborg, Freire, or Kapitzke might benefit readers who are new to the topic of critical library instruction or critical pedagogy.-Anders Selhorst, Guilford Technical Community College.
